Investonr

Fair Work talk

SMALL business operators will have
the opportunity to learn about new
telephony and IT developments as
well as the financial implications of
the Federal Government's Fair
Work laws at a working lunch on
April 22.

At the free lunch, to be staged by
Telstra Country Wide at the Rydges
Southbank Townsville Convention
Centre, workplace expert Workforce
Guardian will outline how small
businesses can manage their Fair
Work obligations and staff issues in
an affordable way.

Business people wishing to attend
should register their interest at
www.working-lunch.com.au
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Company wins $200,000 infrastructure upgrade contract

KEY PROJECT...Tropical Energy Solutlons director Frank Dallneyer and prolect manager Mark Lewis

Park power coup
for tropical firm

By MARTIN RASINI

TOWNSVILLE-based company
Tropical Energy Solutions is poised
to revamp an electricity plant at
Boodjamulla National Park in a pro-
ject that will benefit a number of
North Queensland businesses.

The company has won a $200,000
contract to expand and upgrade the
electricity supply for the park’s tour-
ist village and has commissioned four
Townsville firms and a Cairns-based
enterprise to fabricate and supply
components.

The project is being done at the
behest of the Queensland National
Parks and Wildlife Service and in-
volves a makeover of a generation
system put in place more than a dec-
ade ago.

Boodjamulla National Park, in the
northwest Queensland plains, fea-
tures a stunning gorge and perma-
nent water courses and draws large
numbers of visitors in the dry season.

Tropical Energy Solutions director
Frank Dallmeyer, an electrical en-
gineer, said the project at
Boodjamulla — 1100km from Towns-

ville near the Queensland-Northern
Territory border — originated from
seminars the company conducted at
Hidden Valley Cabins.

“Qur involvement has come about
because of relationships we devel-
oped with attendants at the sem-
inars, staged to show prospective cli-
ents the technical solutions now
available to meet energy needs,” he
said.

“A number of North Queensland
businesses are involved in this up-
grade, which shows the increased
capabilities that can be achieved
when complementary businesses
cluster to bid for projects.”

Mr Dallmeyer said businesses with
roles in the upgrade included steel
construction firm Maughan Engin-
eering, Solar Installation Services,
Generator and Welder Services, and
electrical equipment and materials
provider Lawrence and Hanson, all
from Townsville, while Cairns-based
JK Morrows was providing solar
module frames.

“We have designed and will install
a hybrid system that primarily util-
ises solar power but also provides

battery and diesel generator
backup,” Mr Dallmeyer said.

“All the components are to hand
and we are now waiting for a dry
period to transport and install the
eight tonnes of equipment.”

Tropical Energy Solutions special-
ises in hybrid systems and designed
and installed the power plant that
provides energy for Lady Elliott
Island, a resort island in the southern
section of the Great Barrier Reef.

Mr Dallmeyer said his company
had a substantial workbook and was
looking for additional staff.

He said, Tropical Energy Solutions
hoped to have a role in the develop-
ment of natural gas facilities in
Papua New Guinea and would
exhibit at the upcoming Australia-
Papua New Guinea Business Forum
where it would share a stand with
TropLinks, a government body es-
tablished to promote tropical exper-
tise.

The forum, to be staged in Towns-
ville from May 16 to 18, will showcase
business opportunities in PNG.
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Jtling for
the money

SOME of the victims of
the Storm Financial
fiasco are in a dilemma
over which way to jump
for the best
compensation to the
losses they suffered at
the hands of their so-
called wealth advisers
and the banks.

Law firms Levitt
Robinson and Slater
and Gordon are
competing for custom
or, as one lawyer put it,
‘sniffing’ money.

Inaninteresting -
development, Levitt
Robinsonis
representing, as wellas
former clients, some of
Storm’s former leading
players and financial
advisers, such asits
national business
development manager
Ron Jelich.

When it was put to
Levitt principal Stewart

- Levitt this was a

conflict of interest, he
rejected the assertion,
saying he would not
represent anybody
defending a claim.

He represented
‘almost all’ the former
Storm employee
representatives and
that the logical path
was to make peace with
them and ‘go after the
people with the money’.

The representatives
had drunk their own
poison, were providing
invaluable information,
were introducing the
firm to people they
dealt with in the bank
and Storm and had
been covered by
‘grossly’ inadequate
Storm insurance, he
said. “Where's the
conflict?” he said.

Perhaps there won’t
be until a client goes

- one of the advisers.

It seems absurd that
financial advisers who
were telling clients to
sell up to 100 per cent of
their portfolios amid
the crash, are now
joining clients, many of
whom agreed to the sell
recommendations, to go
the banks for selling
them out without
approval.
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